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MISSION & VISION   
   
    
Vision   

●​ The ISL aims to be an inclusive, socially safe, international community that 
fosters confident, knowledgeable, and caring global citizens who create a 
positive, meaningful change in the world.  

●​ We strive to prioritize holistic learning in an academically challenging 
environment, empowering students to unlock their fullest potential.  

  
Mission    
Our students are at the heart of the ISL. The school    
●​ Provides a differentiated academic program, challenging students to reach 

their fullest potential.  
●​ Empowers students with skills to become life-long learners.   
●​ Guides students to tailor their autonomous academic pathway.  
●​ Promotes international mindedness within the framework of the school.  
●​ Stimulates students to participate in local and global initiatives.  
●​ Facilitate social and emotional connectedness.  
●​ Supports a close-knit environment where students feel “home away from 

home”.  
●​ Engages the whole school community: teachers, students, and parents alike.  
   

  
   

 

 
 

3 



The International Baccalaureate Learner Profile   

The IB learner profile represents ten attributes valued by IB World Schools. We 
believe that these attributes, and others like them, can help individuals and groups 
become responsible members of local, national and global communities. (IB, 2013) 
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The IB Diploma Programme   

The IB Diploma Programme (IB DP) is a pre-university two-year curriculum course of study 
designed for students age16 to 19. It is a rigorous two-year course that prepares students to 
become problem-solvers and life-long independent thinkers equipped to succeed in a rapidly 
changing and increasingly global society. The IB DP aims to encourage students to be 
knowledgeable and inquiring, but also caring and compassionate. There is a strong emphasis on 
developing intercultural understanding, open-mindedness, and the attitudes necessary for them 
to respect and evaluate a range of points of view. 

The IB Diploma Programme is widely recognised by universities all over the world. DP graduates 
are able to show analytical, writing, communication and presentation skills; experience in 
research; excellent organisation and time management skills and ability to approach topics from 
multiple perspectives, as well as a deep understanding of academic concepts. This makes them 
well-equipped for university.  

Follow this link for more information about the IB Diploma: 
https://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/diploma-programme/  

 
 

The IB Diploma Programme Curriculum  

The IB DP curriculum is composed of many elements as symbolised in the diagram below: 

 

With teaching and learning at the heart, the IB DP contains three core elements:  

Theory of knowledge (TOK), that challenges students to reflect on the nature of 
knowledge and how we know what we claim we know. 

Extended essay (EE), that introduces students to academic writing and research in an 
area of personal interest 

Creativity, action and service (CAS), in which students can engage in various 
extra-curricular activities. 
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Students in the IB DP select six subjects, chosen from the six subject groups. Three of the 
subjects are studied at Higher Level (HL) and three of the subjects are studied at 
Standard Level (SL). 

Finally, IB DP at International School Laren students take Physical Education classes. 
Although this is not an official DP subject, we value physical exercise as part of a 
well-rounded curriculum. 

At International School Laren we offer the following subjects: 

Group Subjects offered  

Group 1  
Studies in Literature and Language 

Dutch A: Language and Literature (SL/HL) 
English A: Literature and Language (SL/HL) 
Self-Taught Language A: Literature (SL) 

Group 2 
Language Acquisition 

Dutch B (SL) 
Dutch ab initio (SL) 

Group 3 
Individuals and Societies 

Business Management (SL/HL) 
Economics (SL/HL) 
Global Politics (SL/HL) 

Group 4 
Sciences 

Biology (SL/HL) 
Chemistry (SL/HL) 
Physics (SL/HL) 
Sports, Exercise and Health Science (SL/HL) 

Group 5  
Mathematics 

Math AA: Analysis & Approaches (SL/HL)  
Math AI: Applications & Interpretations (SL/HL) 

Group 6 
Arts 

Film (SL/HL) 
Any other subject from group 3-4 

IB DP Core Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) 
Extended Essay (EE) 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 

Students make preliminary subject selections early in term 2 of Grade 10. Using these, a 
tentative timetable is generated. At the end of term 3, students have the opportunity to 
finalise their selections, using the (mandatory) teacher advice outcome of the final report 
meetings. After this, the final timetables will be generated. 

While International School Laren strives to ensure that students are able to take their first 
choice of subjects, it is not always possible to create a timetable permitting all subject 
combinations. Therefore, restrictions in subject choice combinations are unavoidable. 

More information about subject selection and descriptions of the subjects can be found in 
the subject selection booklet. 
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Assessment and grading 
 
During the subject courses, the focus is on formative feedback, in the form of written 
feedback, conversations with students or a formative grade as an indication of their 
learning. In addition, formal internal assessments are conducted according to IB 
guidelines, which are then submitted to and moderated by the IB. These formal internal 
assessments are subject-specific. 
 
Students will receive summative assessments approximately twice a term. These 
components are used by teachers to track progress in how students master the essentials 
of the subject and to determine whether a student is considered to be ready for exams. 
Teachers give different weighings to these summative tests, either according to their 
content (1x for in-between 45-minute tests, 2x for 90-minute test week tests), or according 
to the weighing of the papers for that subject in the actual exams.  
The content and timing of these assessment tasks are described in the Programme of 
Testing and Assessment, available on the International School Laren website from Oct 1 
onwards.  
 
Students will have the opportunity to retake two tests in DP1. These retakes take place in 
March or April and allow students to improve their grades for promotion to DP2. For any 
given subject, only one of the two retakes can be used. The highest grade will count for 
the determination of the final grade in DP1. 
Retakes (two tests) for DP2 take place after Test Week 1. 
 
Irregularities in assessments and deadlines will be taken into account by the International 
School Laren Exam Committee. This committee consists of the head of school, the upper 
school coordinator and the mentor.   
Every student who misses a test, oral or deadline without a valid reason needs to hand in 
a written statement to the exam committee within 5 school days. This statement will be 
taken into consideration. The committee will decide on how the missed assessment will be 
caught up and will, in most cases, add a consequence.  
If students believe they are entitled to an exception to the rules and regulations regarding 
assessments, the student can hand in a written request to the upper school coordinator 
(l.westgeest@atscholen.nl), within 5 working days after the date of the original test or 
deadline. The exam committee will discuss the request, can ask for more information from 
others and make a decision.  
If a student fails to make a written statement if an irregularity has been identified, the 
committee will make an independent decision.   
 
When a student is caught for malpractice in an assessment, the exam committee will be 
informed by the teacher. The student needs to hand in a written statement to the upper 
school coordinator within 5 school days. The exam committee will decide on the 
consequences.   
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Promotion criteria and exam passing requirements 
IB DP subject achievements are rated 1 to 7, with 7 being the highest possible grade.  
This leads to a final possible score of 42 points for the subjects. 
For promotion criteria, please go to the promotion criteria booklet on the International 
School Laren website. 
The core elements are rated E-A, with A being the highest possible score. Using the 
Diploma Point Matrix, students can earn up to 3 bonus points for their final score for their 
diploma. The highest possible score in the Diploma Programme is therefore 45 points. 
 
A student will be awarded a diploma if the student: 

1.​ Scores at least 24 points in total 
2.​ Scores at least 12 points in the HL subjects 
3.​ Scores at least 9 points in the SL subjects 
4.​ Scores no grade of 1 in any subject 
5.​ Scores no more than two grades of 2 in any subject 
6.​ Scores no more than three grades of 3 or lower in any subject 
7.​ Scores at least a D in Theory of Knowledge 
8.​ Scores at least a D in Extended Essay 
9.​ Has met all CAS requirements 

 
Diploma Point Matrix 

TOK/EE A B C D E 

A 3 3 2 2 

Failing 
condition 

B 3 2 2 1 

C 2 2 1 0 

D 2 1 0 0 

E Failing condition 

 
 
 
Examinations 

The IB DP examinations take place in April/May of DP2. Almost all subjects require 
students to sit at least two examination papers during this session. 

In addition to these final examinations, students complete Internal Assessment items in all 
their subjects. These are projects, essays, investigations, or oral presentations which 
students complete during DP1 and /or DP2. (See: PTA Assessment Calendar, ISL 
website) 

Exam results will be available in early July, following the IB May Examination Session. If 
requested by the student, results are made available to universities as a transcript of 
grades. 
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Directory 
 
 

IS Laren  www.islaren.nl 
islaren@atscholen.nl 
035- 206 2202 

Head of School Eva Goossens e.goossens@atscholen.nl 

Upper School Coordinator Lara Westgeest l.westgeest@atscholen.nl 

Career counsellor Hoan Nguyen h.nguyen@atscholen.nl 

CAS coordinator Jeandre Henning j.henning@atscholen.nl 

EE coordinator Sarah Richardson s.richardson@atscholen.nl 

TOK coordinator Eva Goossens e.goossens@atscholen.nl 

Language coordinator Rebecca Gwynn-Jones r.gwynn-jones@atscholen.nl 

IB  www.ibo.org 
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