ISL Language Policy (Sept 2025)

"Unlocking Potential, Embracing Change"

Our vision is to nurture literate, multilingual, internationally-minded students who
appreciate their own and others' cultures.

School Language Philosophy

This Language Policy outlines our approach to language learning, emphasizing IB
principles of “learning language,” “learning through language,” and “learning about
language.” The entire school community commits to these beliefs to achieve our goals.

Language is central to learning and communication. It helps students think critically and
express themselves. We encourage students to develop academically and socially in all
forms of language— reading, writing, speaking and listening.

Multilingualism and Intercultural Perspectives

We believe that learning multiple languages enhances critical thinking and intercultural
understanding. By promoting multilingualism, we create an inclusive environment where
students feel confident expressing themselves.

Language Teaching and Learning

At ISL, we believe all teachers are language teachers. We teach language through
inquiry-based activities, integrating language into all subjects. We use the CLIL (Content
and Language Integrated Learning) approach, where subjects like science or history
scaffold the language learning necessary for acquiring content knowledge and skills.



For example, teachers pre-teach key vocabulary, supporting students to create
multilingual word banks, and give structured writing templates to build academic
language proficiency.

School Languages Profile

We map the language profiles of students and teachers to celebrate our diversity and
share our multilingual and multicultural identities. We have over 40 different home
languages.

Students are encouraged to share their home languages and cultures and learn about
others’ during events like Our World Languages (OWL) Day.

Teachers incorporate multilingual activities, such as using both home and target
languages in research activities or small group discussions as well as suggesting
students access information sources and reading literature from diverse cultures.

English and Literacy

English is the school language of instruction and communication. Students in grade 6 to
grade 9 follow either MYP English Language Acquisition or English Language and
Literature classes, depending on their level of English and other factors such as
familiarity with literary analysis and MYP inquiry-based learning. All students take
English L&L in grade 10 to prepare them for the Diploma Programme (DP). All students
take English as Language A (Language and Literature) at DP.

Moreover, there is a school wide focus on developing students' academic literacy skills
in reading, writing, speaking, and expanding academic and subject specific vocabulary.
These skills are vital for learning across all subjects and are a strong predictor of
success in later life.

Admissions and Placement

The school assesses new students' proficiency in English and Dutch prior to acceptance
and/or at admission, using the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) of
achievement. This helps to place them in the appropriate language courses (Language
Acquisition or Language and Literature) in both English and Dutch. Students with more
advanced language proficiency tend to be placed in Language and Literature, however,
there can be other factors which impact placement, for example, level of familiarity with
literary analysis and/or MYP curricula and approaches.



The English proficiency testing also helps to identify students who need additional
English support to achieve the level required for their year grade (see EAL policy
appendix).

Home Language Development

We support students in maintaining their home languages, as they are crucial for
cognitive development and cultural identity. Strong development of home languages also
helps students learn additional languages. Teachers use a variety of strategies, for
example, students may do specific activities such as research in their home language to
foster learning transfer from home language to English or vice versa.

The library offers resources in students' home languages. MYP and DP students are
encouraged to also consult sources in their home language alongside English materials
for assignments and projects. There is an annual Our World Languages Celebration in
Autumn and, from December 2026, a language tree showing the more than 40
languages spoken by students and staff.

In DP, students have the option of doing their second Language course in their home
language through School Supported Self-Study option - see below.

Host Country Language Development - Dutch

Dutch is a mandatory language for MYP students. Learning Dutch helps students
integrate into the local culture and community. We make connections to Dutch culture in
various subjects and through field trips. Dutch lessons include explorations of Dutch
traditions like Sinterklaas and visiting local historical sites, as well as encouraging
students to join local sports clubs to practice conversational Dutch.

In 2025 there was an attempt to impose Dutch only or majority Dutch teaching at Dutch
universities. However, this policy has been dropped and there will continue to be many
English language options for our students to move onto. Yet, we must remain vigilant in
case of a return to such policies in the future. We will inform parents if necessary.

Additional Modern Language - Spanish

Besides English and Dutch, students can learn Spanish, starting in Grade 6 and up to
grade 10.



Differentiated activities are provided for students who are already proficient in Spanish,
with opportunities for them to challenge and develop themselves further.

New students in higher grades without prior Spanish experience and who need
additional English or Dutch support, may take those classes instead.

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

Those students needing additional English support join the EAL program, which offers
weekly lessons with a specialist teacher. EAL students are set goals to bring them up to
the level of English necessary for the grade they are in. Targets are set for grammar,
acadamic vocabulary and the four language skills; reading, listening, speaking and
writing.

The EAL Coordinator is a language specialist and liaises with subject teachers to
integrate subject specific language learning into the EAL lessons. A full description of
EAL protocols is included as an appendix to this policy.

Furthermore, the Language Coordinator runs training workshops and provides support
guidance on how to adapt materials and learning activities for these students, such as
providing simplified texts or additional vocabulary support where needed.

Dyslexia (see separate policy)

Students with dyslexia do not only have difficulties spelling and reading, but they also
face extra challenges in interpreting written texts including test questions, as well as in
structuring their written output. At ISL there is guidance for teachers on how to teach
and give especially written instructions in ways that minimise the barriers for dyslexic
students. Additionally, we provide advice for students and parents on what they can do.



Staff Professional Development

We offer regular professional development for staff on language learning strategies, with
a focus on Literacy and CLIL approaches to support students learning in English, which
may be their second or third language. For example, teachers participate in workshops
on scaffolding academic and subject specific language development and using
multilingual strategies in the classroom.

Policy Review and Implementation

This policy is available to the school community, and we encourage ongoing input from
staff, students, and parents. Updates and reviews will ensure it stays relevant to the
school's needs.

An annual implementation plan is published with specific priorities, goals, and activities
for the school year.

Action Plan for 2025-26

The priorities for this year include: the development of an agreed set of core literacy
skills for writing that can be adopted across all grades and subjects; a greater focus on
vocabulary and writing skills in all subjects; staff training workshops; the development of
the language component of the new Al and digital literacy policy; ‘Our World Languages
Day’ celebration; an updated Language Profile for the whole school; the creation an ISL
Languages Tree; and the establishment of more intensive and personalised EAL
programme (see attached protocol).



Appendix 1 EAL Protocol
English as an Additional Language Support

At ISL, English is the language of instruction across the MYP and DP programmes. Our
student community, however, comprises students from diverse linguistic and cultural
backgrounds. We believe all students should have equitable access to the IB curriculum
and be supported to achieve academic success while developing their English
proficiency and maintaining pride in their home language. We have therefore developed
and implemented an EAL Policy. The objective of the EAL policy is to cultivate English
proficiency for both social and academic purposes, thereby enabling all students to
engage fully in every aspect of school life.

Our policy is in accordance with the IB’s commitment to inclusive education and
multilingualism as outlined in the IB Standards & Practices (2020), specifically:

e Learning Standard A: The school implements a language policy that promotes access
and inclusion.

e Learning Standard B: Teaching and learning reflects the principles of multilingualism.
e Learning Standard C: Assessment supports student learning in an additional language
context.

Students whose native language is not English and whose English proficiency meets our
criteria for admission but falls below the standard language requirement for their
respective grade level can enter the EAL Support Programme. This is established
through the following process:

Step 1: Language testing for admission

All prospective students undergo a screening process to evaluate their English
proficiency. This evaluation is conducted as part of the admissions procedure and
involves the administration of writing and speaking tasks. Admissions are determined by
IB-approved CEFR-aligned benchmarks that are commensurate with the designated
grade level, as shown in the table below. The Common European Framework of
Reference for Foreign Languages (CEFR) is a standardized framework developed to
facilitate the comprehension of foreign language learning across Europe.




FEnglish Language Level Benchmarking for ISL Admissions

Based on IB guidelines and available Language Support

Grade entry: Admissible with Language Support Not admissible if:
= AZf A2

B1/A2 Either receptive and/or productive skills are below A2
Bl+/B1 AZ+/A2 Either receptive and/or productive skills are below A2
B2/B1 B1/AZ+ Either receptive and/or productive skills are below B1
B2+ / Bl+ B1/B1 Either recaptive and/or productive skills are below B1
c1/ B2+ B2/B1 Either receptive and/for productive skills are below B1+
Cl+/ B2+ ci/82 Either receptive and/or productive skills are below B2
c2/c C1/82+ Either receptive and/or productive skills are below

*A: Emerging B: Intermediate C: Advanced

Step 2: Placement in MYP English (LL or LA)

Upon admission, all students undergo a more thorough evaluation using a language
diagnostics tool to assess their proficiency in all four language skills. This evaluation
determines the students' appropriate placement in the English language course and
identifies the necessity for them to enroll in the EAL Support Programme, which is
offered in conjunction with English LA.

Step 3: Placement in EAL Programme

Once it has been established that a student needs additional EAL support, they enter
the EAL Programme. The EAL programme provides a flexible model of support
depending on student needs and their required target levels.

Each student follows a personalised learning plan, which is created for them by the EAL
teacher and is based on their language test results and target level. The plan will include
relevant, achievable language goals that enable the student to reach their personal
targets by the end of the year. The course content is designed by the EAL teacher and
customized to align with the students’ specific language needs, their native language(s),
and curriculum requirements. Though support may vary per student, all EAL students
will follow a fixed number of mandatory language support classes. In some cases,
students will be eligible for in-class support and use of supplementary language tools
during assessments and assignments in other subjects. This is always decided in
accordance with the subject teacher.



Step 4: Monitoring Progress

The progression of students is meticulously monitored through the implementation of
testing, observation, and recording procedures. The EAL Coordinator is responsible for
the review of progress and collaboration with teachers to adjust support levels.
Students may transition out of English as a Second Language (EAL) support upon
reaching the target level.

Roles and Responsibilities

e EAL Coordinator: oversees placement, monitoring, and programme design, delivers
targeted support and collaborates with subject staff.

e Subject Teachers: differentiate instruction and integrate language support in their
teaching.

e Language Coordinator; liaises with EAL Coordinator, Head of English and other heads
of departments to support effective delivery of EAL.

e Leadership Team: ensures EAL inclusion in whole-school planning and resourcing.

* Parents: are informed of placement, progress, and support.

Review Cycle

This EAL Policy is reviewed annually by the EAL Coordinator and Curriculum Team to
ensure alignment with current IB Standards and the evolving linguistic profile of ISL
students.
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