
 

Assessment Policy 
 
At International School Laren, assessment is integral to all teaching and learning. It 
provides learners and teachers guidance and feedback on their performance and on 
how to improve learning and teaching of knowledge, understanding of concepts, 
mastering of skills, and the development of attitudes and the decision to act.  
 
Assessment enables the school to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of its 
programme. Assessment can be formative or summative. It should actively involve 
both student and teacher in order to develop critical thinking skills and self-
evaluation skills. 
 
For assessment to be effective, it should 

- Be relevant to learners and teachers 
- Promote the development of critical and creative thinking skills 
- Provide feedback that can be reported and understood by learners, teachers 

and parents to improve the learning and teaching process 
- Promote positive student attitudes towards learning 
- Reflect the international mindedness of the programme by allowing 

assessment to be set in a variety of cultural and linguistic contexts. 
 
In practice this means that 

- Assessment is carried out against defined, known and understood criteria and 
is not normative 

- There is a variety of assessment tasks 
- Assessment takes place at all stages of learning  

 
Formative assessment is used to regularly evaluate the effectiveness of both the 
teaching and learning process. It engages students actively in their learning by 
enabling to self-assess, peer-assess and improve the learning using feedback. It 
enhances the learning of new skills, by risk-taking and daring to make mistakes and 
learn from them. Hence, formative assessment at International School Laren is 
assessment for learning. 
 
Summative assessments aim to determine the level of achievement based on 
subject specific criteria. It often takes place at the end of the learning and teaching 
process and is planned in advance. It is designed to demonstrate knowledge, skills 
and understanding. Grades are recorded in Magister and count towards semester 
grades. These are communicated through formal, written reports. Besides these 
reports, progress is also communicated through mentor contacts with parents and 
parents’ evenings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Progress review and reporting 
The student’s progress is formally reported on three times per year: In winter and 
spring students will receive a progress report. At the end of the academic year, 
students will receive an end of year report. Subsequently the student is given 
progress feedback during the academic year: 

1. Students and parents are given a progress talk with the mentor in December 
and April. In these meetings general progress is discussed and students can 
accordingly set targets for learning. 

2. Students and parents are given the opportunity to have a progress talk with 
individual subject teachers. In these meetings subject specific progress is 
discussed and subject specific targets can be set with help of the subject 
teacher. 

 
Assessment and academic integrity 
Teacher can only assess students’ own work, therefor academic integrity is valued 
and taught throughout all years and programmes (see Academic Integrity Policy). 
 
 
Assessment in the Middle Years Programme 
Summative assessment is based on the MYP assessment criteria and is aimed to 
determine the level of achievement out of 8. 
 
Using the MYP subject objectives, rubrics are created for each summative task, 
giving feedback on students’ performance on each strand in the rubric. With this 
feedback, students can reflect on their learning and set goals for future tasks. 
 
Every criterion of every subject is assessed at least twice a year. Using the best-fit 
method, levels of achievement of each criterion within each subject group are 
awarded. The levels of achievement are added up to determine a final grade out of 
7, applying the MYP grade boundaries. All awarded levels of achievement should 
reflect ability. This means that late penalties, or not completed work should not be 
part of the levels awarded. 
 
Internal assessment 
Students are assessed throughout the year, during planned lessons. Furthermore, 
there are test weeks in autumn, spring and the end of the year. During these weeks 
students need to demonstrate skills for planning larger amounts of content and 
practice exam-style settings in the Diploma Programme. 
 
Internal standardization of assessment 
Teachers teaching in the same year level and within their subject group standardize 
their assessment by collaborating in building the curriculum, developing assessment 
tasks and grading. International School Laren works closely together with other 
Dutch International Secondary Schools (DISS), exchanging expertise and 
collaborating. Ongoing IB professional development and MyIB are used to create 
more understanding of assessment and the internal standardization. 
 
 



 

External assessment (eAssessments) for MYP4 
International School Laren participates in the MYP eAssessments, which consists of 

- ePortfolios of the courses Arts and/or Physical Education, in which the 
subjects upload student sample work for moderation. 

- Onscreen examination for the courses Biology, History, Mathematics, English 
Language and Literature, Dutch Language & Literature and the 
Interdisciplinary Unit 

- Mandatory external moderation of the personal project. 
 
MYP Certificate 
All students participating in the eAssessments may achieve the IB MYP Certificate. 
Results from MYP5 criterion-based assessment results, together with teachers’ 
advice can give access to the IB Diploma Programme (under authorization) (see 
Promotion Policy). 
 
Subject-specific Assessment 
The following pages give a brief summary of the general grade boundaries used to 
determine the final grade. These are followed by the four criteria for each subject 
group. 
 

 
 



 

Subject group specific criteria 
 

 
 
 
A more detailed description of the specific criteria per subject group can be found 
in the MYP Handbook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


